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New Hope School Building Reinforced, Wrapped
Ronnie’s Woodworking, Inc., of Cave City, Arsas, came to the rescue
of the New Hope School on Tuesday, June 2. Onhefwalls had dropped
approximately ten inches, and the old school neesmde bracing on the
interior. The west wall was quickly brought backoi position and stabilized.
Large X-braces were installed inside the two roahhe building, and tarps
were wrapped around the school to protect it froenvieather.

As soon as a builder can be engaged, work beijin on restoring the
foundation of the 106-year-old building. One ainaet each pier will be braced,
moved aside, reinforced with a poured concretedatian, and finally put back
into position.

The old brick chimneys will also be built baakd secured. The chimney in
the south room had been laid directly onto the gdouAs a testament to the
density of the clay on Crowley’'s Ridge, the bridkeve never moved in 106
years. Even though the ground is solid under thienmey, the century-old
bricks will be reinforced and a deep foundationreduat the base.

As the restoration committee obtains the fumasre will be done to restore
the building.

Plans are that the old school will continue to keas it has for many years.
Visitors will see interesting portions of learnimgthe early years of Cross
County, and take home a better appreciation otuolture.

Interior reinforced Exterior wrapped
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711 East Union, Wynne
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Meeting and Program Planned for September 3

The Historical Society has scheduled an openegting and program for September 3rd at 7
p.m. at the museum, 711 East Union, Wynne. Brian bDale, Curator of Collections at Masonic

Templars Cultural Center in Little Rock will present the program. The public is invited to
attend. Refreshments will be served.




New Hope School Wins Byways

Award

The New Hope School Restoration
Committee won first place in the Boot Strap
category at the Delta Awards Banquet held in
Paragould  Friday night, May 29. The
committee received a stunning, engraved acrylic
award, presented for  success achieved  without
major grant assistance. All of the help receivad f
restoration has come from former students,
teachers and current friends of New Hope
School, except for a small grant contributed by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation for use in
obtaining an architect. At present, the committee
has collected $17,000 toward restoration and has
hired former Wynne resident, Martha Jane Murray,
architect.

The school building sits on three scenic bysvay
the National Scenic Byway, the Arkansas Scenic
Byway, and Crowley's Ridge Parkway, all of
these being Highway 284, east of Wynne. More
than 125,000 people drive by the building each
year.

The mission of the New Hope Restoration
Committee is to make available to our descendants
a tangible model of the manner in which the
creators of this nation began their educationse Th
hope of the committee is that with restoration, the
little school can continue to teach those who come
to visit. There will be replicas of the outhouskes
students had to use; artifacts to see, such asldhe
school hand bell; and folding school room desks.
Hopefully, the cistern will be in working order.

This is the third Delta Byways award won by
the New Hope Committee. In January of 2008, the
New Hope Committee won third place in the Boot
Strap category and the only Enthusiasm Award
ever presented.

Nancy Clark, Assistant Director of Parks and Teuriand
Advisor to Arkansas Delta Byways, and New Hope Gteen
supporters, Mary Sanders, Carol McCrary, Marlin C&ridget
Hart, Billy Sanders, Herbie Hartness, Richard Hads, Teresa
McCrary, Jeremy Sanders and Tommy McCrary at prtesien
of the
2008 Delta Byways Boot Strap Award

CCHS Awarded Two Grants

The Cross County Historical Society has been awarded
two matching grants.

One of the grants is a $10,498 grant from theaAsks
Humanities Council. The second is a 50/50 grant from the
Arkansas Historic Preservation in the amount of $12,903.

The funds from the Humanities grant will be used to
contract with Museum Solutions, exhibit writers based in
Florida, to perform research, writing and content
development regarding Cross County. The resulting
interpretations will be displayed in the two galleries ¢o b
opened in the museum.

Three members of the historical society will be
working with the exhibit writers and researchers. They are
Richard Hartness, Kim Seabaugh and Libby Washington.

Seabaugh is also a member of the evaluation team that
will assess and report to Arkansas Humanities the degree
to which the project meets its objectives.

Other members of the evaluation committee are Carol
Brown, project director, and Esther Killough.

lectrical
upgrading on the front half of the museum building; re-
glazing, re-sealing and painting the windows; patching of
plaster walls; refinishing hardwood floors; and upgrading
the heat and air system.



Headline that appeared inThe Wynne Progresen May 16, 1946:
BIG BIRD LANDS AT WYNNE AIRPORT TO AWE SPECTATORS

The "BIG BIRD" referenced in the above headline tesB-17 bomber aircraft, the 'Flying Fortresstiieh took
the air war to Nazi Germany during WWII.

Aline Murray's byline appeared above the stor¥liwe Wynne Progressdition which went to press following the
event. The event wasn't momentous. D-Day, Jur944 -- the invasion of Normandy by U.S. and dllferces
during WWII -- was momentous. It began the liberaiof Europe from Nazi Germany. The Atomic Bonthof the
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Augthstind 9th, 1945, respectively, was certainly motous. It led
to the Unconditional Surrender of Japan, finalldiag WWII.

Perhaps the event wasn't even historic. It wasgjelier, unquestionably an important and interestéinent.
To those of us who witnhessed it, the event wasitgytawesome, as the headline stated. Few nowmdrer that it
happened. It seems that no one now knows whalyfilacame of the "big bird," long absent from Belford Airport
before the airport itself ceased to exist.

Aline Murray's story begardigh Noon -- After circling town three times ... onef the finest exhibitions of
skillful piloting which they had ever witnessed..Her story continuesRobert Chowning, Pilot, and Avery Ellis, ...
Flight Engineer in the south pacific, and who togart in the two atomic bomb raids which abruptly éed the war
with Japan ... She(the aircraft)nearly crashed when she almost nosed over in lagdon the soft field ... A few
seconds later, as she slowed down, she bogged dieap into the mud and dug the four propellers iritee ground,
but no harm was done ..Murray's story next referred to the "Queen of thée&" That may have been the name
given by the crew to the plane itself and paintedt® nose, as the B-17 was not commonly refemweasta "Queen of
the Skies," but was usually called the "Flying Fess." ContinuingThe Queen, now resting proudly on the field
near the hangar and the object of the awed and adng interest of many visitors, was purchased byetkVynne
Public School for $350 at the Walnut Ridge&rmy Air Field through the War Assets Administrativand eventually
will be used by the schools for aviation classes.

As to the final phrase, above, | attended WynnghHschool from 1946 until graduation in 1949, amd n
aviation classes were offered during that time.

I, at age thirteen, was there with my family a& 8elford Airport that day. Murray's story failéal mention
which day atHigh Noon she referencedl remember it as Sunday, May 12, 1946. The tomn circled three times,
right after church. Chowning then departed the dioe a period of thirty minutes or more, to alltive townspeople
time to arrive at the airport.

The event had been thoroughly publicized. Sundiay ehurch was chosen as the best day and timéhianost
people would be able to withess the landing. Aaldigz group, | would guess numbering several hundnesb
assembled west of the Belford home, on the eastdfithe airport.

The landing field, as used by Curtis Belford fos Bmall aircraft, was much too short to land a B-The fence
to an adjoining pasture to the north had been rech@nd the grass mowed short. Even with the aftdsedge, the
landing field was still quite short for a B-17 lang. Chowning "dragged the field" twice, no dowatuging his
touchdown point. His final approach, from soutmawth, was long and low in order to set the pldo@n as soon as
possible after clearing the power lines at thets@md. From my experience, | would judge Robemwating as a
very skilled B-17 pilot. Still, in his effort tatich down as soon as possible, he got a bit toa@lwhclipped the power
lines with his landing gear. The power lines smappith a loud report, and two poles were left iegrat about a
thirty-degree angle from vertical.

Chowning made a perfect three-point landing (theinmi@anding gear and tail wheel touching down
simultaneously). A second or two later, chunkghaf sod field began flying into the air, an indicatthat he was
heavily onto the brakes.

(SBeg Bird on page 4)

Author at age 13 on engine cowling
of B-17, May 12, 1946



Big Bird... From page 3

Chowning and Ellis quickly used all of the original
Belford Field and entered, still at a high ratespéed, onto
the freshly mowed pasture. Undoubtedly, the pasivas
softer than the landing field, for the bomber veesbarply
into a ninety-degree left turn, abruptly came tst@p, and
nosed over. This sudden and dramatic stop w
accompanied by an audible gasp from the assembl
crowd.

There she sat, tail high in the air, the nose an it
ground, all four engines still running, and the g®mo
throwing chunks of mud into the air. Chowning Billy
added power to the engines, causing the airflow tive
tail plane to blow it down onto the tail wheel wahbounce
and a loudTHUNK! The two aviators, Chowning in the
left seat and Ellis in the right seat, then shutahe four
Wright Cyclone engines, likely for the very lasiné the
engines would ever run.

They exited the aircraft and calmly walked toward
vehicle speeding to them for the ride back to theraving
crowd, which had just witnessed an extraordinargnév
An event, as it turned out, never to be duplicated
matched at Wynne, Arkansas.

The aircraft was dug out of the mud and towed by
tractor to its spot near the hangar, which | see&m
remember was located north and slightly west of th
Belford house on the east side of the airport. BhEord
Airport was located a short distance north of Hbsre
Corner, just to the west of Highway One.

By Lieutenant Colonel Marlin L. Call, United Statdsr
Force (Retired), a 1949 graduate of Wynne High $tho

Since April 1, 2009

To Cross County Historical Society:
Bridget Hartin memory of Jack and Pauline
Herman

To New Hope School Project:

Hazel Lewis Cartelin memory of Leonard Carter

Danny and Melissa Pickens, Seth and Christa, in
memory of Uncle Bill DeWitt

(All gifts are tax deductible.)

Sanborn Maps Now in Museum
Thanks to Rachel Silva, Preservation Outreag
Coordinator with the Department of Arkansas
Heritage, the Cross County Museum now owns
valuable Sanborn Maps. Silva was in Wynne on
June 10 researching information on the historic

Wynne commercial district which includes Wynne

Wholesale Grocery, the RJ Jackson Gin, Sharp
Flowers and the Wynne Water Works. She brou
a printed set of the famous maps to help in her
research. When she departed, she promised to
a set of the maps on CD to the museum. The m
were received on Saturday, June 13.

*Sanborn Maps were originally created for
assessing fire insurance liability in urbanized are
in the United States. The maps include detailed
information regarding town and building
information in approximately 12,000 U.S. towns
and cities from 1867 to 1970. Author Kim Keister
describes the legacy of Sanborn maps: "Stated
simply, the Sanborn maps survive as a guide to
American urbanization that is unrivaled by other
cartography and, for that matter, by few
documentary resources of any kind." They are a
highly useful resource for historical research,
planning, preservation, genealogical research,
sociological studies and research of urban
geography.

The maps include outlines of each building an
outbuilding, the location of windows and doors,
street names, street and sidewalk widths, proper
boundaries, fire walls, natural features (rivers,
canals, etc), railroad corridors, building use
(sometimes even particular room uses), house al
block number, as well as the composition of
building materials including the framing, flooring,
and roofing materials, the strength of the local fir
department, indications of sprinkler systems,
locations of fire hydrants, location of water and g
mains and even the names of most public buildin
churches and companies.

Historical research is the most obvious use,
with the maps facilitating the study of urban grow
and decline patterns, and for research into the
evolution of specific buildings, sites and districts.
Genealogists use the maps to locate the residen
and workplaces of ancestors.

Historic preservationists utilize the maps to
understand the significance ahi$torical
evolution of buildings, including their historic
uses and building materials in conservation an
rehabilitation efforts.

*Wikipedia
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Remembering Mrs. Hattye

We had so many responses regarding Mrs. Hattyewtbatould not print them all'! Thank you! -Edito

Mrs. Hattye Robinson was the Cross Ci Health Nurse through the thirties, forties anfiies. She left some vivi
memories for many of us who grew up in the countsird) that time. Some people are not aware thehdwrs. Hattye’s time,
there were no disposable needles. It seemedhbatsed the same large, dull needle on every arm.

Miss Hattye lived on the same street we did, and if we sasong@ng, someone would yell, “Get out of the street, here comes
Miss Hattye!" - Linda Lace

When [ first started to work in the Cross County Cledffice in 1973, Miss Hattie was still driving, and whskre came to the
courthouse she would bump up on the entrance there by thaifguand drive to the door, get out and act as if theilt that
especially for her. Too, I still remember when the teachertddvmarch us across the driveway in front of the old sihto
the old courthouse) and we would climb the stairs tovgetinations. She was ruff and gruff, and | was dgadfraid of
her. She was not gentle when she administered the shdtsyauld jerk you around, you didn't dare move. She dichit
anyone, but we did not trust her. - Joline Norris

Marlon Wallls recalls that some children cried when Mrs.titatame to his Cherry Valley classroom, but it didn’t hiipy
got their shot anyway.

| remember Miss Hattye only too well. When she would comewHope School, a lot of us tried to hide to keep hen fro
breaking a needle in our arm or cause other pain. | gshssdid her best, but her painful injections are well rairered. -
Robert Crawford

| remember at about four years of age having to getdipbtheria vaccine because a neighbor child had died ofdisease.

| vividly recall Mrs. Hattye coming toward me with a froeumd a needle that must have been eight inches long! t#ddkeal
had never seen an examining table, and since it was padtled white cotton sheet, | wondered for many years whyagthe |
me on an ironing board to administer the shot. dBeit Hart

| remember real well, | think if it was not for her Igtrably would not received any shots, period. If | am comsectvould go
as a class into the basement of the courthouse. Theraavherse play; she was in control. | cannot remembgrshots
after the 6th grade, but | stand to be corrected. Thage wome of the good times, not old enough to graspwdmgoing
on in the world. - Luther “Whizzer” White

The first impression that Mrs. Hattye Robinson made upemever changed. When | was a first grader in 1953, ave w
lined up and given an injection at school by Mrs. Robin&der staff. They were all very stern looking. That wasmall of
the nurses wore caps. Now | can't tell the aides frormthiees or the environmental staff. Anyway, | still diket shots. But,
it seems to go a bit easier if the nurse smiles or at telistyou what she/he is about to do to you. - Judhitatt

| remember Miss Hattye when | was in the first or secoadein 1940 or 1941. We were herded across the schoolyard to
building that may have been the old courthouse amdarbom for our immunization shots. And there wassNHattye on the
other side of the room; she looked very official in her ewastfit with her many syringes and needles. Althougdd!ihner
apprehension, | remained calm on the exterior, up to thment | didn't look when she gave me the shot, but wasised
that | hardly felt it, although the that | had viewedles needles looked quite large. Since | had made it thrabghone, all
the rest of the immunizations administered by Miss Hattyeet were more routine. She had my respect and did her b in
no-nonsense, efficient manner. She was there to give alldhékny class their shots, which she did with precision.

In looking back, after my medical career | realize how fatarCross County was to have had her services duringirtings
She performed a great Public Health and Preventive Medicine sdovite County and for that | am very thankful. — Dr,
Brown Robertson

Charlie Hart remembers Mrs. Hattye barreling through ted tight at the intersection of Hamilton and Falls Boulelvaith
her horn on full blast.

Some of us kids thought she used a square needle fer shlin Shaver

Mrs. Hattye's main goal was to elimin&ieerculosis in Cross County. During the late thértand early forties, she required
many children to be taken out of the public schaol$Vynne and sent to a TB sanitarium in Booneyilekansas. One boy was
only a second grade student and in my class whéradi¢o leave our school and his home to live énghnitarium. It was traumatic
for me to hear that he was taken out of schoollaWhust it have done to him? But at the time,ehveas no penicillin. Mrs. Hattye
must have stressed to the school administratorkdok for many symptoms of disease, because inegimy classes everyone had
to lay hands on the desks and wait for the teatthgo up and down the rows, checking for dirty &ngpils. Her methods may have
been strong, but in this county, Mrs. Hattye todkabite out of bad health.
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CD About Cross County Found on the internet is the following ad: “G@ounty History and Genealogy. An informati
and historical overview of Cross County, Arkansaduding two separate books on one CD which incldddstorical maps (1855

Arkansashook on CD including 103 family biographies. Angortant resource for the study and research ad<C@ounty, Arkansag
history and genealogy.” See lirtktp://www.hearthstonelegacy.com/cross_county eg&sutm

| In Gratitude |
| Our appreciation goes to tleross County Bank for the printing of this:
| newsletter. The bank is located at 1 Cross CoBatk Plaza, PO Box 9, Wynnel,
| AR 72396, Telephone 870-238-8171, with branchegvimne, Hickory Ridge, |
|_and Cherrv Valles |

Hickory Ridge History Book for Sale :

35 Degrees 24 Minutes North 91 Degrees Westo#n Called Hickory
Ridgeby Don Evans, Isaac Bratcher, James Jeffers, amthydNilson Price |
$40.00. Contact Johnny Wilson at 870-697-299®lanny.h.wilson@att.net. |

Cross County ERA
Published quarterly by the Cross County Histori®atiety, P. O. Box 943, 711 East Union Ave, Wynkig,72396, 870-238-4100
Bridget Hart, Editor. Consultants: CCHS Presideatol Brown; Georgia Ross, George Anne Draper, Bttus
Contact Editor:bhartl @sbcglobal.net

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEEDSYOUWU' (And Cross County needs the Society!)

If you would like to become a member of the Crossifty Historical Society, fill out the form belowé mail with your check to the
Cross County Historical Society, P. O. Box 943, W§nAR 72396. Members receive annual renewalrtettdEMORIALS ARE WELCOME .

Memberships: Individual $15__  Family $25_ nstitutional $35__  Sustaining $50__  Patrod0$1 Benefactor $250__  Advocate $500__

Lifetime $1000__

Name Email Address

1895, 1898, and 1915); plus the sections 1890 GuamasPublishing CompamBiographical and Historical Memoirs of Cross County

Address:

e

GIFT: ()In memory ()In Honor of:

Address:

Please notify the following of this gift:

Address

Please make checks payable to Cross County His&bi@ociety and mail to P. O. Box 943, Wynne, AR 923
501 (c) (3) Non-profit Organization

Disclaimer: Neither the Board of Directors, noe thross County Historical Society, Inc, assumesrasgonsibility for statements made by contributorthis
newsletter. Correspondence or comments concesuicly matters should be addressed directly to ttegsg).
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