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From the President... 
 The Cross County Historical Society learned on March 9, 2010, that it has been 

awarded by the Department of Arkansas Heritage a $70,000 grant for building the new 

exhibit.     

 The year has begun with a lot of activity, and Iôm excited about the Heritage Grant, 

and about what will come next.  February began with a well attended program on the new 

Federal Cemetery that will be built at Birdeye.  This project has taken a lot of hard work 

by many in this community and is something we can all be proud of. 

 On February 20 we had a work day at the museum.  Volunteers cleaned out the 

store room and put up new shelving, which will store artifacts and gifts to the museum in a 

manner that can be indexed and easily found.  Older shelving was moved to other parts of the 

museum for storage of supplies.  The space looks very good.  You should come by and take a 

look. 

 Volunteers also spent time removing the old duct work in the new classroom space 

we are renovating.  On February 22, the County Quorum Court agreed to pay for the 

electrical remodeling for that classroom, so the electrical work should start in about two 

weeks.  After that we can begin work on restoring that room. We have some funds received 

from the Wal-Mart Foundation to help with the renovation, but much of the work will need 

to be done by volunteers.  So Iôll be calling on you. 

 On April 20, 6:30 at the museum, the Historical Society will sponsor a program 

on oral history with participation from some of the students of Wynne Jr. High.  

 On May 15 from 11ð1:00, CCHS will host a Walk Through Downtown Wynne 

with Rachel Silva, Preservation Outreach Coordinator with the Arkansas Historical Preser-

vation Program.  This walking history of downtown Wynne will begin at Front and 

Merriman at 11:00 a.m.  Walks through History attendees may earn one hour of continuing 

education credit through the American Institute of Architects, and teachers may earn two 

hours of professional development in Arkansas history through the Department of Education. 

 We have applied for a grant to the Endowment Foundation of Cross County for a 

video camera so that we can continue with our oral history project. Hopefully we will soon 

know about the results. 

 We do have an active program committee and an active fundraising committee  

working hard to plan events for the coming year.  We will let you know as soon as plans are 

complete.      

 Our thanks to Wal-Mart, Department of Arkansas Heritage, our Quorum 

Court, Jr. Hi students, Rachel Silva and all of you!               - Carol Brown                                         

MUSEUM HOURS 

The Cross County Museum is 

open Monday through Friday, 

10:00 to 4:00 

   A Busy Saturday 
     Volunteers at the museum on a Saturday work-

day are Carol McCrary, Carol Brown, Florence 

Halstead, Richard Hartness and Tommy 

McCrary.  Our thanks go to these loyal workers 

who have done much of the work from the day in  

2006 when the Cross County Historical Society 

took possession of the museum building. 

     The group gathered on February 20 to clean 

up a store room and erect metal shelving for 

much more available storage. 

http://www.cchs1862.org


The ERA to Go into Chamber Relocation Packets 
     The Cross County Chamber of Commerce will include copies of The ERA in packages of information sent to newcomers to the 

county and to those who might relocate to Cross County.  Included in the packets are water and utility rates, utility phone numbers, 

garbage pick-up dates, phone books, and housing and rental property information.  The ERA will inform newcomers and possible new-

comers of our countyôs Historical Society and Museum. 

Remember Goat City, near Parkin? 
          Goat City is located about four miles northwest of 

Parkin, Arkansas on Highway 75.  In the 1920s Leonard 

William Hipp owned a saw mill there.  Mr. Hipp one day 

decided to give his little mill area a name. He noticed all 

the worrisome goats running loose and named the place in 

honor ofðor in spite ofðall those nosy goats.  He cut a 

slab of wood, carved the words ñGoat Cityò on it and 

nailed it to a tree.  The name stuck.  

          Esther Williams was born near the sawmill. Several 

years later in 1947, Esther Williams (Killough), from 

Goat City, was named Miss Cross County, Arkansas.  

That in itself would put Goat City on the map. 
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1924 Book about Railroad Riot Available on CD 
     Written by a minister who lived at 714 Harrell Street in Wynne, 

The Harrison Riot is a true story of Rev. J. K. Farrisôs hair-raising 

adventures in Harrison, Arkansas in 1924.   

     Rev. Farris had preached at the Methodist Church in Wynne from 

1901 to 1904.  In 1924 he was sent to Harrison to help minister to the 

railroad strikers and also to non-union railway laborers.  The two fac-

tions, plus the officials of the Missouri and North Arkansas Railway, 

could not settle the strike amicably.  Much blood was shed during the 

course of the twelve month strike.  One man was hanged in the melee 

and many were flogged.  Families starved or were run out of town, es-

caping with only the clothes on their backs.   

     After the town somewhat quieted, Rev. Farris left Harrison for 

Wynne quite shaken but unharmed.  He began writing his book immedi-

ately and resided in Wynne for the rest of his life, dying in 1936.   

     The book is on CD and available by contacting Bridget Hart, 503 N. 

Killough Road, Wynne, AR 72396 or bhart1@sbcglobal.net.  It is also 

available by calling the Cross County Museum at 238-4100.  Make 

your check in the amount of $5.00, payable to New Hope School.  If 

ordering, include $4.00 postage. 

      

Museum definition:   ac-ces-sion  (Łk-sǝsh' ᴅn) tr. v.  To record as 

acquired.  Every artifact acquired at the museum is accessioned; that is, 

described and numbered.   

 Consultation Held on New Hope School     
            

 Co-chairs Carol McCrary and Bridget Hart of the New Hope School Restoration Committee met Tues-

day, March 2 at the New Hope School with Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Executive Director of Delta Byways Regional 

Association and Director of Delta Heritage Initiatives, Beth Wiedower,  Director of Arkansas Delta Rural Heri-

tage Development Initiatives National Historic Preservation, and architect Aaron Ruby of Ruby Architects, Inc., 

North Little Rock.  Mr. Ruby will be formulating plans for the school restoration.  Dr. Hawkins and Weidower 

will be working on other facets of restoration for the school. 

     Because the 106-year old school sits midpoint on the Delta Byway, the goal of the committee and the Delta 

Byways staff is to restore the school so it can become a welcome center, museum and gift shop serving over 

200,000 annual bikers and travelers on Highway 284. 

     Volunteers and donors to the school should contact one of the chairs of the committee at 870-238-3684 or 

870-238-8631 or send checks to New Hope School, P. O. Box 943, Wynne, AR 72396. 

Carol McCrary, Aaron 

Ruby, Dr. Ruth Haw-

kins and Beth Wie-

dower talk over plans 

for Restoration of the 

New Hope School. 

APRIL 20:  

JR HIGH PRESENTS 

ORAL HISTORIES 

MAY 15: 

WALK THROUGH 

DOWNTOWN 

WYNNE  

(See p. 1 for details) 


