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Things Happening at Cross County Museum
The Cross County Historical Society has received from Arkansas Heritage a $70,000
grant to be used for exhibit designs to be built by Capitol Exhibits of Virginia. The new exhibits will be placed in the two south rooms of the 1936 WPA-built museum building.
Shelly Drummond Museum Solutions, a company of museum research writers and artists,
has finished its narrative for the new exhibits that will be housed in the two south rooms.
The society has also received $8,600 from Cross County for electrical work done in conjunction with the remodeling of the northeast room. The majority of the proposed work has
been completed.
Westmoreland Heating and Air Conditioning contributed its services to restore heat
and air to the northeast room. Caldwell Lumber donated sheetrock for the construction.
Rick Kidder contributed his construction skills. Other volunteers have also helped.
The May 15 Wynne Downtown Walk through History was well received with over 50
persons taking part in the walk. Rachel Silva of Arkansas Heritage presented a history of
many of the old structures in the downtown area. The historical and educational walk ended
with a hamburger cookout on the museum lawn. Generous support from Hays Foodtown,
the Pepsie Company and the local group of Arkansas National Guard made the picnic a
success. The picture at top right shows picnic activity.
Many stories are coming in for the planned Cross County Family History Book. The
deadline for the publication has been moved from June 15 to the end of summer. The new
deadline date is to be decided. The publisher is Turner Publishing of Paducah, KY.
In May Carol Brown, President of Cross County Historical Society, presented a program
to PEO about museum activities. The program generated much interest in museum events.

Brown and Michelle Slabaugh, historical society treasurer, were recent guests on
KWYN’s Yawn Patrol and Wynne Rotary Club.

New Hope School Gets New Signs
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MUSEUM HOURS
The Cross County Museum is
open Monday through Friday,
10:00 to 4:00
CALL 870-238-4100

On May 3 and 4, New Hope
School had its lawn mowed and new
signs erected, thanks to Tommy and
Carol McCrary, Marlin Call, Billy
Sanders and Nicole Cooper. Not
pictured are Mark Sanders and Bridget Hart. In the picture on the right, Carol McCrary stands beside one of the signs.
The team met on Monday afternoon and hauled away a pickup truck load of debris, put up four new sign posts, cleaned out
the culvert across the drive and got the yard mowed and weeded. On Tuesday they returned and finished posting the signs.
Drive by and take a look! Volunteers wishing to help with the school restoration should call the number on the sign!
1

Ancestor of Land Grant Recipient Visits Cross County
American Indian and artist David Young Wolf Wahyahneetah, J.D., is currently in Cross County investigating the land where his people
dwelled on Crowley’s Ridge in the 18th and 19th centuries. In 2001, Wahyahneetah was hired by Stein and Stein
of NYC to investigate certain statements made by a group of people claiming to be Indians
from the 1800s settlement on Crowley’s Ridge. The vice chief of the group pointed
Wahyahneetah to the Draper property near Wynne. Their claim proved to be unsupportable; however, while in Cross County, Young Wolf discovered the names of his wife’s
people in the burial ground on the Draper property. When the Stein offices fell with the
World Trade Center the investigating job dissolved and Wahyahneetah began to investigate on his own to learn the rest of the story.
Wahyahneetah holds a Bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth and a Juris Doctorate from
the University of California at Berkley. His artwork is for sale and consists of numerous
exquisite sculptures of the Indian variety and abstracted Mother Earth forms. Call for
more information at the Cross County Museum: 870-238-4100.

Gilbert’s Class Presents Oral Histories
Presenting family oral histories at the CCHS Museum on April 20 are Wynne Junior High students A. C. Dowd, Lauren
Williams, Hannah Semonds, Maddie Dulin, Sponsor Mrs. Susan Gilbert, Robert Beaton and Daniel Lawrence. Back L-R
are Jaela McCaster, Tanner Jarrett, Rachael McKnight, Travis Coffey and Jacob Stanbery.
Approximately 60 guests attended the 6:30 p.m. presentation.

Endowment Foundation of Cross County Grants $1000 to CCHS
The Cross County Historical Society received $1000 grant from the Endowment Foundation of Cross County on
April 22 for the purpose of purchasing a video camera. The camera will be used for recording histories and interviews
of longtime citizens of Cross County.
Previous grants given by EFCC to the Historical Society have been used for the purchase of a security system, a
projector, a portable sound system and tabletop lectern, a digital camera, and a field recorder and microphone.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
To Cross County Historical Society:
Beverly Walker, memory Richard Griffin
Ray/Jeanne Boeckmann,
memory Logan Thomas Boeckmann
To New Hope School:
Bridget Hart, memory Jack and Pauline Herman
Marlin Call, memory Ellis and Dottie Call
Class of 1949, memory Bob Steele, husband of
New Hope student Marilyn Burroughs
To CCHS Savings Account:
No memorial contributions this quarter

Premier Lawn Care has for several years contributed
to the care of the Cross County Museum campus by spraying
weed and feed on the lawn each season. We want to recognize
and thank Jamey Taylor and his crew for their civic contributions. Their phone number is 870-238-1233.

1924 Book about Railroad Riot Available on CD
Written by a minister who lived at 714 Harrell Street in
Wynne, The Harrison Riot is a true story of Rev. J. K. Farris’s hairraising adventures in Harrison, Arkansas in 1924.
The text of the book is on CD and available by contacting Bridget
Hart, 503 N. Killough Road, Wynne, AR 72396 or
bhart1@sbcglobal.net. It is also available by calling the Cross County
Museum at 870-238-4100. Make your check in the amount of $5.00,
payable to New Hope School. If ordering, include $4.00 postage.
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WHEN YOU GIVE…
The Cross County Historical Society has three small bank accounts. We must keep them separate, and we need your help in doing so. Therefore,
when you give, please note on your check to which fund you are giving:
Cross County Historical Society fund supports the museum.
New Hope School fund is used for restoration of the 107-year old two-room school located three miles east of Wynne.
CCHS Savings Account - When this fund reaches $10,000, this savings account will become an endowment fund. This fund will never die
once it reaches the $10,000 level and it will continue to grow. Its dividends will help support maintenance and can furnish small scholarships for years
to come. Gifts here are especially welcome.
Any of these funds can be increased by your memorials to loved ones, or by any other way you wish to give.
We owe much to those of you who give to these three funds of the Cross County Historical Society. There is no way we can keep the museum open
without your gifts of membership dues, memorials and offerings, no way we can finish our future endowment fund, and no way we could restore the
New Hope School without your help. Our thanks to all of you!

Early Cross County Deaths
(Submitted by Michelle Slabaugh from The Arkansas Family Historian)

Michelle Slabaugh found the following list of death records in family papers on loan to the Cross County Museum in
Wynne, Arkansas. She considers the list to be valuable because the deaths predate state issuance of death certificates. She
submitted both a transcription and original images. She also has submitted the list to the Cross County website at
www.cchs1862.org .
Seth K. Ross was a Justice of the Peace for Coldwater Township in Cross County circa 1900. His father was Griffin W.
Ross whose journals also reside at the Cross County Museum. Since Griffin was in charge of the poor house, some deaths
that occurred there are also included in this list. Copies of the original list are available for a small copy fee by contacting
Cross County Museum at P. O. Box 943, Wynne, AR 72396 or emailing crossmuseum@sbcglobal.net. (Tel: 870-238-4100.)
Information compiled about the Ross family and the people who died have been posted to a family tree that Michelle
maintains about Cross County Families on Rootsweb.com at http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?
op=SHOW&db=cchs&recno=1797.
Applewhite, Lavenia, Sep 9, 1909, colored, wife of Shelby Applewhite died
Arnold, John, Aug 1911, Died
Burns, Carroll, Dec 23, 1893, Death reported in journal of Griffin W. Ross, Keeper of Poor House. Buried at Poor House by G. W. Ross
Catlett, Mrs. John, Mar 15, 1934, died suddenly
Cawood, Will, Aug 18, 1908, died
Cunningham, Jack, Mar 8, 1910, died, buried at Akins Grave Yard
Cunningham, Lettie, Aug 15, 1910, died at Cherry Valley, Ark. Was buried at Atkins Grave Yard
Damron, Joe, Aug 23, 1911, Died himature
Dunn, Cecil, Aug 4, 1908, Dr. Griffin patient
Earnie, Tom, Mar, 1910, Died
Fisk, A J, Jan 29, 1929, Inquest over the dead-body of A J Fisk who was found dead by a Mr. Jarvis on Jan. 25, 1929 about 5 or 6 miles east of Bay Village in Cold Water Township Cross County Arkansas. A jury of 17 citizens said he came to his death by exposure.
Fletcher, J T, Mar 10, 1910, died, was buried at Bowers grave yard near Cherry Valley, Ark.
Gann, Elsa, Sep 7, 1909, near Marvin, Ark
Gann, baby girl, July 1910, John Gann's baby girl died was buried Akins grave yard
Graves, Harry, Dec 23, 1910, died at his brother A G Graves
Green, ―, Aug 29, 1908, Mr. Frank Green's little girl died at John Sifford's saw mill (Dr. Kilgore patient) was buried Aug 30, 1908 near Hydrick
Hale, Jim, July 11, 1909, of Princedale, Ark. Died suddenly in Johnson County, Ark.
Harding, Henry, May 6, 1910, Hung at J Foote farm Cross Co.
Hydrick, Floy, Nov 1908, baby girl of Ollie and Minnie Tillery Hydrick
Lawrence, ― Aug 21, 1909, Section foreman struck by engine got killed on RR south of Cherry Valley, Ark.
Legg, Jim, May 1910, of near Marvin died, Dr. Griffin of Vanndale was his Phisician, buried at Vanndale, Ark.
Moncrief, Garland, Sep 7, 1909, baby died
Perry, John, Jan 28, 1896, Death reported in journal of Griffin W Ross, Keeper of Poor House. Leg cut off, buried by G W Ross
Pipkins, J B, May 1910, was buried at Akins grave yard Dr. J L Kilgore was his Phisician
Smith, Lular, Apr 30, 1896, Death reported in journal of Griffin W Ross, Keeper of Poor House.
Tyer, Sam, Nov 1908, old man Sam Tyer died
Tyer, Jess, Nov 1908, of near Wynne, Ark formerly of Pleasant Hill neighborhood, son-in-law of Mr. Tip Bullard
Woodard, baby, Feb 1909, Tom Woodard's baby died whooping cough
Hartness Book Remains Available
Wittsburg, Wynne, and Points Nearby, a new publication by Richard Hartness, is available in paperback, $19.95, and in hardcover, $29.95, plus
$4.95 shipping. The book is a combination of reprints of four publications Hartness compiled in 1970.
Hardcover books are available in Wynne at the Cross County Museum, Star Printing Company, Caldwell Discount Pharmacy, or from the
author. Paperback books can be purchased from Mr. Hartness by calling 870-208-9311 or the museum at 870-238-4100.
Hartness is a Wynne native. He holds a Master’s Degree in History from Arkansas State University. He is the author of Wittsburg, Arkansas:
Crowley’s Ridge Steamboat Riverport 1848—1890, published in 1978.

3

The Creek
This piece is submitted anonymously by a native of Wynne who has lived elsewhere since he left Wynne to enlist in the Army near the
end of World War II. He expresses appreciation to those men and women of Wynne and Cross County, to whom he gives credit for
―showing him the way of life,‖ which has enabled him to have a rewarding and fulfilling life.

Not every boy who grew up in Wynne had the good fortune to live in a house on the bank of a raging river, one that ran through gorges that
rivaled the Grand Canyon, one that was wider at some points than the Mississippi, and one whose banks were overgrown by impenetrable
wildernesses on both sides, perhaps even wilder than the banks of the Amazon.
I was very lucky! Such was the case during my early childhood in Wynne.
Of course, all of this was pure fantasy. Everything was formed in my imagination, and in the imagination of all my
friends who played with me in this wonderful world. In reality, this enormous river was nothing more than a little creek,
one that flowed innocuously from east to west, somewhere between Canal Street on the north, and King Street on the
south.
This huge river was the scene of a multitude of joys! We could hardly wait for school to end on week days, so that we could head for the
river. What would be there to thrill us today? And the weekends and the summer months! Those were very special. Summer was the time
when there was increased traffic on the river. Steamboats were very popular at that time. We were enthralled at the music which came
from them. We didn’t care all that much for the barges. They were too large, too unpredictable as they made their way slowly downstream.
They seemed to sway from one bank to the other. At times, it seemed as if they became mired on the silt and mud on the river banks. But,
they always managed to dislodge, and then to continue gradually on the way to their destinations.
It didn’t matter to us that the ―steamboats‖ happened to be discarded cigar boxes, small match boxes, or sometimes floating
shoe boxes. They looked like steamboats to us. And the music? Well, it could have emanated from chirping crickets, or
maybe katydids, or even June bugs. But the music was melodious, and it easily could have been the orchestra behind Howard Keel and Kathryn Grayson in ―Showboat.‖ The barges were usually large sticks, branches and small logs – but they
behaved in the ―river‖ just like barges – so to us, that’s what they were.
Oh, those were the days! We dredged new channels, and we embarked on constructing the tallest dam in the world, exceeding Hoover Dam
or Boulder Dam, whichever it was named at the time. We had to have the finest earth moving equipment, so we chose International Harvester, and obtained whatever we needed through Falls Equipment Company, located at that time on South Front Street.
So, our equipment was really a little red wagon from Graham’s Hardware Store, but that didn’t matter to us.
At times, blasting was necessary. We always used high quality dynamite, never nitro-glycerin, since that was not powerful enough for our
massive project. We blasted out enormous boulders; when necessary we were able to use these solid granite blocks, with struts of reinforced steel in the joints, to cause our dam to rise to its designed and engineered height. Christened as Roosevelt Dam (naturally!), we had
constructed the tallest dam in the world.
If we were lucky, we had saved a few firecrackers from the Independence Day celebration at the Courthouse, and the firecrackers became our dynamite for blasting.
We did not anticipate, however, that periodically the river would flood. It took us a long time to figure out what was happening. The skies
would be a vivid blue, the weather sunny and warm, and yet the river would flood. We concluded that the cause must be some gigantic,
hidden spring somewhere upstream, maybe even beyond Crowley’s ―Mountain,‖ and one which would spring to life mysteriously from
time to time.
As we got older and became wiser, we discovered that the ―mysterious source‖ was the Wynne Municipal Swimming
Pool, which, when drained periodically, set forth its heavily chlorinated water in great force and the water rushed down
our ―river‖ in a very strong current. With each flood, undaunted, we would get out our little red wagon and proceed diligently to repair and rebuild ―Roosevelt Dam.‖
Then, one cold, clear Sunday afternoon in December, real tragedy struck. Word arrived over our crystal radio set that something terrible
was happening in Hawaii. The next day our beloved FDR told us and all other Americans about the Japanese and Pearl Harbor and the ―day
of infamy.‖ We quickly mustered all our forces and began to make plans for defense of our country, and in particular, our river and dam.
We posted guards at the bridges that spanned our river, one in particular on Rowena Street, slightly upstream from Roosevelt Dam. We
pitched pup tents on both banks, as near the river as we could get, given the snarling underbrush. We were determined to do our share.
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

During daylight hours we had aircraft spotters, and we kept a watchful eye trimmed on the skies. It did not take us long to begin to identify
friendly aircraft – the P-38’s and the Mustangs and all the others – from the German Luftwaffe. We knew all the planes: the Focke-Wulfs;
the Heinkels; the Dorniers; and of course the dreaded Messerschmitts. We set up anti-aircraft guns and learned how to aim properly, allowing for windage and aircraft speed.
It will not surprise you that our weapons were actually rubber guns, and as we got older, BB guns. One youngster had a 22
caliber rifle that didn’t work, and naturally we had no shells. Still, our arsenal served the purpose.
As the war raged on all fronts, and as time passed, we all tried to enlist in one of the services. We watched so many of our older local
heroes enlist and leave home for training for the battlefronts – older heroes such at Hugh Taylor, Bobby Kellogg, Wallace Eldridge, Jr.,
Charles and Forrest Lipscomb, Harry Lollar, Jr., Howard McMinn, Oliver Martin, Jack Hooper, Sam McGuire, Buddy Murray, Bento n
Burnett, Jack Killough, and hundreds of others. We also wanted to enlist. All of us wanted to serve our country.
Naturally, there was not much enlistment demand for 10, 11 and 12 year-olds, but that did not deter us. We organized to
collect scrap iron and discarded rubber tires. We planted Victory Gardens and cultivated them tirelessly and happily.
We continued to guard Roosevelt Dam and the bridges across the river. We continued to be on the lookout for enemy
aircraft. Indeed, we were ―serving our country.‖
Could any of this been possible without ―The Creek‖ as a central aspect of our youth? Perhaps. Were we just kids, caught up in idle fantasies? Perhaps! Did any of this have value for us? Yes, I think it did. We learned the importance, and the value, of imagination. We were
free to let our creative juices flow, and perhaps a little of that may have stayed with us. We learned that dreams and fairy tales are sometimes just as real as things we can touch and see. Maybe, just maybe, our lives since the days of ―The Creek‖ have been enriched just a little
as a result of these wonderful childhood experiences.
I know mine has been!!!!

Historical Hike
Report by unknown Cub Scout—Circa 1975
Donated to the CCHS Archives by Irene Cash

We started at the Lawrence’s (on Fifth Street) with Timmy Smith, Ray and Robert Lawrence, James Cash, Dale Thompson, Skip Hale and
Brown Matthews. Accompanied by Mrs. Deloris Smith, Mrs. Barbara Lawrence, Margaret Mohr, Irene Cash, Mrs. Nedra Matthews, we
proceeded up (West) Merriman Avenue to the old ice plant where we looked at some of the machinery and the nearness to a R.R. siding.
We observed the old cotton gin, but didn’t go inside. Mrs. Cash talked to us about how the ice was sold in big blocks and the kind of ice
boxes they had at that time; also about cotton being the most important commodity at that time and the need for the cotton gin. From there
we went back south, and Mrs. Matthews found a metal object buried by the track, and when she dug it up, we found a beautiful brass door
knob.
We walked along the track, south, looking for old dim signs on the buildings. We found an old opera house, where the ladies told
us they used to have traveling stage shows and minstrel shows. The first court house in Wynne was housed in the old opera house for one
year – 1883 – 1884 when they lost their lease, then moved to the building now occupied by Mode-O-Day where they stayed until 1901,
when the first court house was built where the present court house is now. (1906) As we hiked north on Front Street we noted that the old
Cross County Bank was built in 1891. The first brick building was where the Feed Store is now. As we walked along we found old saloon
signs, and Mrs. Cash told us there were 5 saloons, 2 drug stores, and 2 hotels, connected by an over pass for the street and R.R. Also there
were 2 pool halls along Front Street.
We went to the station which was built in 1910, replacing the old Iron Mountain Building in the Switch Y.
The lady at the Sta. told us and showed us how they knew where all the trains were and how the trainmen received their orders. She was
real patient with us and we were all interested in the communications system and the way transportation was taken care of.
We left there and walked up Hamilton to the home of Mr. Ben Horne. This is the oldest House in Wynne still being lived in. Mr.
Ike Block had built it in 1884 when he moved here from Wittsburg, and all the original floors are still there, & the fireplaces which are
really beautiful. Mrs. Horne graciously showed us through the house and gave a very detailed history of the yard, architecture, and even
explained about the carriage house & barn & servant house which were there when they bought the place. She also showed us some door
knobs & hinges that were solid brass. She has invited us back to hear her play the violin.
We left there, very much behind schedule and went to the Sheriff’s office & was shown the jail, which we all agreed that we
wouldn’t like to be in. They showed us the Drunk-o-meter, & told us a little bout fingerprinting. We are to return to learn all about the fingerprinting & work on a merit badge.
We left there & went to the City Hall and were shown about the communications system, and how they take care of stolen goods,
and evidence, then Mr. Swearingen took us out to the patrol car and demonstrated the Radar, radio, search light, siren and blue lights.
From here, we bade the police good-bye and started back home along Canal St. We arrived back at the Lawrences where the
Mohrs, Cashes, & Lawrences had hot dogs and cool aid.
Everyone enjoyed the Hike, and we learned a lot about Wynne that we had never known before.
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CD About Cross County Found on the internet is the following ad: ―Cross County History and Genealogy. An informative and historical overview of
Cross County, Arkansas including two separate books on one CD which include 4 historical maps (1855, 1895, 1898, and 1915); plus the sections 1890
Goodspeed Publishing Company Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Cross County, Arkansas book on CD including 103 family biographies. An important resource for the study and research of Cross County, Arkansas history and genealogy.‖
See link: http://www.hearthstonelegacy.com/
cross_county_arkansas.htm

In Gratitude - AGAIN and AGAIN

Hickory Ridge History Book for Sale

Our appreciation goes to the Cross County Bank for the printing of this
newsletter. The bank is located at 1 Cross County Bank Plaza, PO Box 9, Wynne,
AR 72396, Telephone 870-238-8171, with branches in Wynne, Hickory Ridge, and
Cherry Valley.

35 Degrees 24 Minutes North 91 Degrees West: A Town Called Hickory
Ridge by Don Evans, Isaac Bratcher, James Jeffers, and Johnny Wilson. Price
$40.00. Contact Johnny Wilson at 870-697-2993 or johnny.h.wilson@att.net

BUILD PRESERVATION IN CROSS COUNTY—JOIN YOUR COUNTY’S HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIALS ARE WELCOME
Please make checks payable to Cross County Historical Society, New Hope School, or CCHS Savings Account, and mail to
P. O. Box 943, Wynne, AR 72396 Persons donating $15 or more to any of these accounts becomes a member of CCHS.
Memberships: Individual $15__ Family $25__ Institutional $35__ Sustaining $50__ Patron $100__ Benefactor $250__
Advocate $500__ Lifetime $1000__
Name____________________________________________ Email Address_________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GIFT: ( ) In Memory of: ( ) In Honor of: _________________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________
Please notify the following of this gift: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
501 (c) (3) Non-profit Organization—EID #23-7402592
Disclaimer: Neither the Board of Directors, nor the Cross County Historical Society, Inc, assumes any responsibility for statements made by contributors to this newsletter.
Correspondence or comments concerning such matters should be addressed directly to the authors.
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