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Cross County Museum Updating Interior
The Cross County Historical Society has received a $70,000 grant from the
Department of Arkansas Heritage with the funding going toward the construction
of a new exhibit space in the two south rooms of the museum. Capital Exhibits of
Virginia is in charge of the work. Cases for the Carwell Indian Pottery Collection
will be built. Capital Exhibits will also begin work on the model of Crowley’s Ridge.
The items are to be ready for installation by November of this year.
Work in the east room and lobby of the museum is moving ahead. Sheetrock is up
and ready for painting. Track lights and additional ceiling lights are being installed.
Work will soon begin on floors and walls. Volunteers are needed for this.
The Society also received a grant from Arkansas Humanities to pay operating
expenses, including salaries. The Society has hired two employees, Carolyn Baldwin
and Joy McMinn, resulting in more open hours at the museum.
Two computers have been given to the Society. One desktop computer was
given by Chesapeake, a company drilling for natural gas in Cross County. A laptop computer was donated by Wal-Mart and secured for the Society by Jeff Guide, a
Wal-Mart employee and volunteer for the museum.
The History Book of Cross County Families is growing. Many family stores are
coming in, but more are needed before the September 15 deadline. This treasured
heirloom will be ready for distribution in the fall of 2011. The price is $54.95.
Martin Smith, Board Member and architect of Birdeye, Cross County, AR, attended a Department of Arkansas Heritage meeting on August 30 regarding the States
Celebration of the Sesquicentennial of the Civil War. The group discussed ideas on
how the Cross County Historical Society can participate.
The Society’s nominating committee is working on a new slate of officers for
the coming year. Any member can nominate officers or directors. Deadline for submitting nominations is September 15. If anyone has a nomination, please contact
chairman Donna Horton at 870-633-1238.

Ford Honored with Decorative Lamp at Museum
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Because of the continued support offered to the Historical Society by Cross County
attorney Bob Ford, members have donated funds to erect a lamp in his honor. The lamp has been placed on the front west side
of the museum lawn.
Many times Ford has come into the museum, seen a need and immediately supplied what was needed. Employees and
members of the Society are extremely grateful for these gifts, and much progress has been made because of Ford’s donations
and interest.
Six years ago Ford and six other persons were appointed by County Judge Kenneth Witcher to serve on the committee to
preserve the history of Cross County. Part of this job was to preserve the historical papers and artifacts collected by Mrs.
Jimmie James. Ford has helped to get the job done. Others on the committee were Florence Halstead, Lolly Shaver, Scott
Draper, Sammy Lee, Wanda Smith and Michelle Slabaugh.
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What do these lists have in common?
1.
2.
3.

Ain, Alf, Aly, Apt, Ard, Bay, Ben, Coy, Day, Fox, Gid, Hon, Ida, Imo, Ink, Ivy, Joy, Kay, Keo, Meg, Rex, Roe, Rye, Tag, Tip, Ulm,
Uno, Van Wye
England, Scotland, Sweden, Denmark, Egypt, Lebanon, Palestine, Jerusalem, Damascus, London, Paris, Berlin, Warsaw, Dallas, Houston, Hollywood, Delaware, Kentucky, Kansas, Washington, Northern Ohio
Toad Suck, Oil Trough, Marked Tree, Booger Hollow, Greasy Corner, Turkey Scratch, Three Way, Lick Branch, Old Joe, Old Jenny
Lind, Point Peter, Hog Jaw, Gum Log, Half Moon, One Horse Store, Number Nine, Twenty-three, Fifty-six, Morning Sun, Evening
Shade, Possum City, Possum Grape, Monkey Run
The answer will be somewhere in this newsletter. Good luck.

East Arkansas Harvest Ramble Coming our Way!!
On October 2, the Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas will bring a tour through our county. Deadline for reservations is September 24, and the seating is limited.
The group is to travel east from Little Rock along scenic roads. They are to get a good look at unusual seed warehouses in Scott, look at the agriculture boom’s legacy in Wynne, learn about the Southern Tenant Farmers Union and tour
Dyess, a planned agricultural community where Johnny Cash spent his early years.
The tour includes brunch in a famous food paradise in DeValls Bluff and a gala harvest dinner at the restored plantation home of Martin and Kara Smith in Birdeye, Arkansas, just northeast of Wynne.
Tickets are $110 for Alliance members, $135 for non-members (includes a discounted individual membership), and
$200 for sponsor tickets (includes listing on Rambler program and fall newsletter.) Fees include transportation, refreshments
throughout the day, admission to the Plantation Agriculture Museum and Southern Tenant Farmers Museum, lunch and the harvest dinner with beer and wine.
To reserve a ticket, call or email Vanessa McKuen at vmckuin@preservearkansas.org. or telephone 501-372-4757.
The Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas is the statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the preservation and continued use of historic and cultural places.

Smith Home at Birdeye
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locati ons

MEMORIAL GIFTS
To Cross County Historical Society:
Robert M. Ford, memory of Gerald McElroy
Gwen Allen and the Lunch Bunch, memory of John
Foster, Bobby Dennis, Shirley Stark, James Laws

Arkansas!

Situated on Crowley’s Ridge Parkway, the 107-year-old plantation home was built by Thomas Benton Smith, his wife, Bettie
Levesque Smith and their son, William Maurice Smith, Sr.
Lumber came from the family’s two sawmills at Birdeye. The
house has been occupied by four generations of the Smith family, which include the current owners, architect Martin Smith,
renovation designer and great-grandson of William M. Smith,
Sr., and his wife Kara Smith and their three children, Whitfield,
Stella and August. Renovations, which began in 2006 incorporate geothermal heating and cooling, the use of cement fiber
board siding, energy efficient windows matching the original,
porch flooring consisting of recycled content, reclaimed brick
pavers for walkways, and porous pavement for the drive. Onethird of the property boasts native grasses and wildflowers.

2

OLD TELEPHONE BOOKS
DO YOU HAPPEN TO HAVE SAVED VERY OLD PHONE
BOOKS FROM THE CROSS COUNTY AREA? THEY ARE
VALUABLE TO RESEARCHERS, SO PLEASE DONATE
THEM TO THE CROSS COUNTY MUSEUM, WHICH IS
LOCATED AT 711 EAST UNION AVENUE, WYNNE, AR.

1924 Book about Railroad Riot Available on CD
Written by a minister who lived at 714 Harrell Street in Wynne,
The Harrison Riot is a true story of Rev. J. K. Farris’s hair-raising
adventures in Harrison, Arkansas in 1924.
The text of the book is on CD and available by contacting Bridget
Hart, 503 N. Killough Road, Wynne, AR 72396 or
bhart1@sbcglobal.net. It is also available by calling the Cross County
Museum at 870-238-4100. Make your check in the amount of $5.00,
payable to New Hope School. If ordering, include $4.00 postage.

WHEN YOU GIVE…
The Cross County Historical Society has three small bank accounts. We must keep them separate, and we need your help in doing so.
Therefore, when you give, please note on your check to which fund you are giving:
Cross County Historical Society fund supports the museum.
New Hope School fund is used for restoration of the 107-year old two-room school located three miles east of Wynne. The small
school belongs to the Historical Society and is under the care of the Society.
CCHS Savings Account - When this fund reaches $10,000, this savings account will become an endowment fund. This fund will
never die once it reaches the $10,000 level and it will continue to grow. Its dividends will help support maintenance and can furnish small
scholarships for years to come. Gifts here invest in the future of the Society.
Any of these funds can be increased by your memorials to loved ones, or by any other way you wish to give.
We owe much to those of you who give to these three funds of the Cross County Historical Society. There is no way we can keep the
museum open without your gifts of membership dues, memorials and offerings, no way we can finish our future endowment fund, and no
way we can restore the New Hope School without your help.

New Book Soon Available: A Virtual Tour Through History in Downtown Wynne, Arkansas
Just in time for Christmas giving is a book that will be available soon. A Virtual Tour through History in Downtown Wynne, Arkansas contains over 60 pages of a pretend (or real) drive through the Historic District of downtown
Wynne. Many old pictures are included in the tour, as are in depth descriptions of the railroad and the important
businesses that caused Wynne to thrive. Some personal stories of Wynne residents are also included.
The book stems from a tour conducted by Rachel Silva in May of 2010, written by Bridget Hart with Silva’s permission and encouragement. It will be an elegant, slick-page hardback volume of exceptional quality. Cost of the
book will be $50, proceeds going to the restoration of the New Hope School, a project of the Cross County Historical Society.
To reserve a copy, send your check to the Cross County Historical Society at P. O. Box 943, Wynne, AR 72396.
Please make your check to New Hope School and add $5.00 per book for shipping.

Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas Announces List of Most Endangered
Each May during Arkansas Heritage Month and National Preservation Month, the Alliance announces its Most Endangered Historic Places list. This year’s theme of Arkansas Heritage Month is “Roads Less Traveled: The Enduring Heritage
of Rural Arkansas.” Properties on this list represent unique aspects of Arkansas’s rural heritage. They are some of the oldest
remaining structures in the state and are worthy of preservation for the benefit of future generations.
The theme of National Preservation Month is “Old is the New Green.”
Preservation is inherently green and plays a significant role in fostering development that is environmentally and economically sustainable. The preservation and reuse of properties on this year’s list of Nine in Need could considerably aid revitalization efforts in Arkansas’ prominent cities.
The 2010 list of Arkansas’ Most Endangered Historic Places:
Beebe Colored School
Mallalieu Methodist Episcopal Church, Fort Smith
Deadrick House, Levesque (Cross County)
Mount Moriah Masonic Lodge #18, Lisbon
American Foursquares in the Wright Avenue Neighborhood and Central
High School Historic District
Shotgun Houses, Little Rock
Old Marion High School
First Baptist Church Building, Osceola
Japanese-American Relocation Camps, Rohwer and Jerome

Deadrick House, Levesque, Cross County, AR

Hartness Book Remains Available
Wittsburg, Wynne, and Points Nearby, a new publication by Richard Hartness, is available in paperback, $19.95, and in hardcover,
$29.95, plus $4.95 shipping. The book is a combination of reprints of four publications Hartness compiled in 1970.
Hardcover books are available in Wynne at the Cross County Museum, Star Printing Company, Caldwell Discount Pharmacy, or from
the author. Paperback books can be purchased from Mr. Hartness by calling 870-208-9311 or the museum at 870-238-4100.
Hartness is a Wynne native. He holds a Master’s Degree in History from Arkansas State University. He is the author of Wittsburg,
Arkansas: Crowley’s Ridge Steamboat Riverport 1848—1890, published in 1978.
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Cross County’s Seat Dispute
Taken from “Wynne,” an undated article written by Jimmie James, County Historian
Copied exactly from her manuscript. Parentheses are editor’s comments.

Cross County has had five county seats. It seems that no matter where it was, someone wanted it somewhere else. So on July
3, 1883, a petition was presented to the county court wanting the county seat moved to Vanndale. An election was held. Vanndale received the most votes. Some citizens of Wynne contested the election. Another was held in September 1884 and Vanndale won again. This one was contested. After much legal bickering, two more elections and much agitation, Vanndale was
declared the county seat as of September 1884. The first official courthouse of Cross County was completed and occupied
there in May 1888. The first official county seat was there for 19 years. However, the issue had not been dead since Wynne
was defeated in 1884. Certain citizens of Wynne thought the county seat should be there and nowhere else. There was much
bitterness and hard feelings on both sides. So in September 1903 another election was held. The results were: 1241 for Wynne
and 55 for Vanndale. Again contested and after much seesawing back and forth Judge W. R. Foote ordered all records moved
to Wynne. Wynne was now the county seat as of September 5, 1903. The officials and records were temporarily housed in the
building on the corner of Front and Canal. It was formerly an opera house. (The last two-story building at 218 South Front
Street where in 1917 Graham Hardware began its first store in Wynne.) In 1905 the court received a notice from the owner of
the building to vacate the property. (Apparently, the county wasn’t paying much rent.) Another move was made to 109 East
Merriman Avenue. (The site of the Ben Franklin Store now closed. It is the first building on the south side closest to Front
Street, a two-story at 113 E. Merriman.) The officials and records were in that building. Courts were held in the old Cumberland Presbyterian Church building (now the home of Clifford and Wilmuth Ellis on West Mulberry Avenue.) (The Cumberland
Presbyterian Church was located on the corner of Soledad and Mulberry in 1903.) Finally in May 1906 a courthouse in
Wynne was completed and occupied.
No. 1: The 1888 Vanndale courthouse. No. 2: Old Opera House, later Wilks Handy Store, at 218 S. Front. Nos. 3 and 4: The 1906 courthouse with tower removed (sometime in the 1920s.) The entire structure was town down in 1969. It was located in approximately the same
location as the present courthouse built in 1970. A small portion of the two-story school can be seen in the picture.
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The First United Methodist Church Pipe Organ
When the Methodist Church on Merriman was torn down, some people wondered what happened to the wonderful, old classic
pipe organ. The pipes, grandly placed in view of the congregation, were beautiful to look at. Anchored in their graceful stance,
tall and spine-straight, they stood with their mouths open. However, the golden, glistening pipes in the old church were not
real; they were for aesthetic reasons only.
The huge group of real pipes was moved to the new First United Methodist Church on Falls Boulevard when the old church
was being torn down in 1961. While dismantling it, the movers found that it was in bad repair. An organ expert was called in
to rebuild the organ, making it useable for the new church. He cleaned and repaired all the pipes, added new ones, and reworked the keyboard. He placed the pipes in their chests in the right order, standing them vertically in deep holes fashioned in
their wood bases.
Another rebuild was done around 1972 with several ranks of pipes added. About the year 2000 the organ once again started to
fail, with notes sometimes playing at odd times; so in 2006, through generous gifts, the organ received a major rebuild. The
organ was removed, with Greg Koziel of Memphis rebuilding it. The work took about a year. Approximately 500 pipes were
added to the organ, and for the first time the church had visible pipes with sound. Presently the organ has around 1500 pipes.
A small number of the pipes remain from the original organ of the 1920s.
The pipes in view of the congregation are new sound pipes given by Bill and LaRand Thomas in memory of Martha Ann and
Charles Thomas, but the original pipes are hidden from view in a room behind the pulpit. The sound from the older pipes
comes from behind the white cloth square high behind the pulpit. Some pipes are short; some are tall. The largest pipes are 16
feet tall. The longest pipes make the deepest sounds and the shortest pipes, some pencil size, produce the high notes.
Organs are the most complex music instruments there are. Not everyone can play
a classic pipe organ; it takes a special person. The Methodist Church is blessed to
have found that person in Tom Miley of McCrory. Mr. Miley comes to Wynne
each Wednesday night for choir practice and each Sunday to contribute his talents
to the worship service at the First United Methodist Church. He states that the
organ is a real joy to play and he feels fortunate to have the opportunity.
The organ will play a wide style of music, ranging from Bach to the modern organ
literature.
Traditional worship begins on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. and broadcasted on KWYN.
Evening worship begins at 6:00 p.m. The church is located at 800 Falls Boulevard, Wynne, Arkansas with Reverend Glenn Pettus as pastor.
Above, the organ and choir in the
old church. Left, the organist not
only plays with hands, but also
with feet, as evidenced by the special shoes left on the foot pedals.

Top left, the congregation’s view of some of the organ
pipes. Bottom left shows the chimes hanging among
hidden sound pipes. Right is a another view never
seen by the congregation. These are the main soundmakers in the pipe organ. The floor in this room is
deep, and access to the pipes is reached by stepping
down into the room, then ascending a small wood
ladder to this crowded area. Organ repair work can
be very dangerous.
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Cross County ERA
Published quarterly by the Cross County Historical Society, P. O. Box 943, 711 East Union Avenue, Wynne, AR 72396, 870-238-4100
Bridget Hart, Editor. Consultants: CCHS President Carol Brown; Georgia Ross, George Anne Draper, Educators.
To contact editor: bhart1@sbcglobal.net
CD About Cross County Found on the internet is the following ad: “Cross County History and Genealogy. An informative and historical overview of
Cross County, Arkansas including two separate books on one CD which include 4 historical maps (1855, 1895, 1898, and 1915); plus the sections 1890
Goodspeed Publishing Company Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Cross County, Arkansas book on CD including 103 family biographies. An
important resource for the study and research of Cross County, Arkansas history and genealogy.”
See link: http://www.hearthstonelegacy.com/
cross_county_arkansas.htm

In Gratitude - AGAIN and AGAIN

Hickory Ridge History Book for Sale

Our appreciation goes to the Cross County Bank for the printing of this
newsletter. The bank is located at 1 Cross County Bank Plaza, PO Box 9, Wynne,
AR 72396, Telephone 870-238-8171, with branches in Wynne, Hickory Ridge, and
Cherry Valley.

35 Degrees 24 Minutes North 91 Degrees West: A Town Called Hickory
Ridge by Don Evans, Isaac Bratcher, James Jeffers, and Johnny Wilson. Price
$40.00. Contact Johnny Wilson at 870-697-2993 or johnny.h.wilson@att.net

BUILD PRESERVATION IN CROSS COUNTY—JOIN YOUR COUNTY’S HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIALS ARE WELCOME
Please make checks payable to Cross County Historical Society, New Hope School, or CCHS Savings Account, and mail to
P. O. Box 943, Wynne, AR 72396 Persons donating $15 or more to any of these accounts becomes a member of CCHS.
Memberships: Individual $15__ Family $25__ Institutional $35__ Sustaining $50__ Patron $100__ Benefactor $250__
Advocate $500__ Lifetime $1000__
Name____________________________________________ Email Address_________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GIFT: ( ) In Memory of: ( ) In Honor of: _________________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________
Please notify the following of this gift: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
501 (c) (3) Non-profit Organization—EID #23-7402592
Disclaimer: Neither the Board of Directors, nor the Cross County Historical Society, Inc, assumes any responsibility for statements made by contributors to this newsletter.
Correspondence or comments concerning such matters should be addressed directly to the authors.
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