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Cross County Museum Opens Old Time Country Store
With help from several volunteers and many donations, an old country store has been
placed in the first room on the left as one enters the front door of the museum.
Among the interesting items in the old store are a glass case filled with small antiques
such as baby dishes, men‟s safety razors, a shaving mug with the brush and soap, a collection
of shoe horns, an ivory colored celluloid-backed large hand mirror, cotton and wool carding
brushes, button hooks, and a collection of old buttons.
Topping the glass case are merchandise tickets from 1914 to 1922, the telephone that
came from Mitchell‟s Grocery, and a large jar of penny candy. Behind the case is a large
brass cash register that actually sings “ca-ching.”
A wooden washing machine sits in one corner, and is accompanied by tricky clothes pins,
a hand-embroidered laundry bag, boxes of starch and bluing, many smoothing irons and one
of the first hand-operated agitators.
On one wall is an old enamel table holding the large cheese cutter from the Gailey Store.
The numerous wall shelves are covered with milk cans, tube vulcanizing clamps, cooking
utensils, tobacco cans, coffee cans, jars of Postum, a mouth harp, crocks, cheese crates, medicine bottles and various other brain-teasers of unknown utility.
Dominating the room is “Mr. Dan,” the proprietor, waiting to take your money. He wears
his old smile, his red bow tie and apron, and he sits in front of the red-checked gingham café
curtains.
The store‟s centrally-located checkerboard is mounted on a wooden keg and sits between
two old ladder-backed chairs.
Come in, “set a spell,” maybe play a game of checkers and remember old times.
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From The Wynne Progress
Wynne, Arkansas, Thursday November 28, 1928

CHAMBER COMMERCE OFFERS RESOLUTION
At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chamber of Commerce held Wednesday, John C. Hilliard, owner of the Hub
Clothing Store, was elected to a position on the Board, to fill a vacancy created by the death of Tennyson Howell. Mr. H. N.
Faulkner, a member of the Board, was selected to fill the office of Vice President, which office had been held by Mr. Howell.
The Board adopted resolutions expressing the loss which the Chamber has sustained in the untimely death of Mr. Howell.
Mr. W. L. Rogers, manager of the I.G.A. Grocery, was elected to membership in the Chamber.
The appointment of two committees was authorized by the Board, an industrial committee and an agricultural committee.
President Harris announced that he will appoint these committees at an early date.
The work of each will be of great value to the Chamber and to the community as a whole, it is felt by the Board. The agricultural committee will be asked to become a part of the Cross County Agricultural Committee, which body is selected each
year to work in conjunction with the State Extension Department and the Home Demonstration Agents. The industrial committee will undoubtedly find matters which require immediate attention.
Resolution: The sudden departure from this life of our associate, fellow-citizen and friend, Tennyson Howell, leaves us
with a feeling of distinct loss.
In his long years of service to his community, through this organization and others, he has stood out preeminent for every
movement and project which had as its purpose the advancement of the community, in the belief of business and of civic development. His contribution to this community in thought and effort, as well as material means, cannot be measured.
His constructive thought, his cheerful and ready-willingness, his untiring, his unceasing efforts have won for him a place in
the hearts of his co-workers and fellow citizens which comes to few men.
Our memories of him will serve always as an inspiration to serve our
community as he has served it.
We sorrow with his family and express to them our sincerest condolence in their hour of bereavement.
Adopted by unanimous vote of the Board of Directors.
J. E. Harris, President
R. S. Jones, Secretary
Mr. Howell owned Howell Ice and Fuel Company, located on Second Street beside the
railroad tracks in Wynne from 1911 until his death in 1928. In the picture he stands beside his delivery truck at the ice plant. One building still stands today. Mr. Howell was a
charter member of the Wynne Rotary Club, a member of the Methodist Church, a 33rd
Degree Mason and a Shriner. He was the grandfather of Linda Lace, Anna Jean Cowgill,
Mary Lou Thomas and Bridget Hart, all of the Wynne area.

Eighth Grade Presents History Program
On May 17, thirteen students from the Wynne Eighth Grade Gifted and Talented Class presented a program to the public at
Cross County Museum. The program is the result of participation in research, creative writing and use of media.
To prepare for the presentation, the students conducted an oral/video history of a relative or close friend. They visited Mt.
Zion , Vanndale, and Crosslawn Cemeteries and identified symbols on grave markers. They determined ages and, in some
cases, causes of death. Later they visited the Cross County Courthouse and researched their parents‟ and grandparents' records. They discovered marriage licenses, property deeds, and probate records. They took pictures at both places and used
them in their individual power point presentations which were shown to the audience of 51 persons.
Those participating were Laura Ward, Caitlyn Ball, A‟ja Rolfe, Casey Graves, Caleb Smith, Grace McClanahan, Gil Thomas, Joseph Cooper, Banner Tarbutton, Jarod Hunt, Anna Mears, Caitlin Baker, and Carson Stewart.
Gifted and Talented instructor is Mrs. Susan Gilbert.

From the Wynne Progress June 26, 1961 issue:
Know what you ought to do for the Fourth? Obtain an ice cream freezer and about a bushel of those delicious Cross County
peaches and make gallons and gallons of old-fashioned home-made peach ice cream. (I agree!!)
Written by a Methodist minister who lived at 714 Harrell Street in Wynne, “The Harrison Riot” is a true story of Rev. J. K. Farris‟s
hair-raising adventures in Harrison, Arkansas in 1924 during a railroad union riot. Copies of the book are held in the Harrison Museum, but handling of
the very fragile book is restricted. The text of the book is on CD and available by contacting the Cross County Museum at 870-238-4100 or crossmuseum@sbcglobal.net. Make your check in the amount of $5.00, payable to New Hope School. If ordering, include $4.00 postage.
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Crowley’s Ridge Memories
by Bobby Hall
To coin a phrase from one of Dolly Parton‟s songs, “Back though the years I go wanderin‟ once again, back to the seasons
of my youth.” Growing up on Crowley‟s Ridge outside Wynne in the 1950s, I can‟t help but notice how Father Time has
changed the landscape of the community. In the fifties, almost everyone in the area was related. Today I wonder if neighbors
even know neighbors.
During my youth the Ridge was dotted with peach orchards and a few apple orchards. Today it is almost impossible to find
a commercial peach orchard, and certainly there aren‟t any commercial apple orchards. To my knowledge, the only peaches
left belong to the Basshams.
As I drive along Highway 284 on the Ridge, all I can see are houses. Well heck, Highway 284 didn‟t even exist during my
youth! It was known as Summersweet Road, a narrow gravel road with high banks and stately oak trees. My cousin and I used
to swing from the oak trees across the road. My cousin was the daredevil between us, even swinging in front of cars. One day
as he swung in front of a truck, the rope broke, landing him in the back of the pickup, breaking his collarbone; just a minor setback in his daredevil career. When the bulldozers came and started pushing down the stately trees, nothing was ever the same
again. Today, cars race up and down Highway 284, whizzing past small oak trees planted by “outsiders” in their yards. Hopefully, one day these plantings will become stately oak trees once again.
Along with the huge oaks, the peach orchards also began to disappear, literally being pushed up with bulldozers, as were the
oak trees. In the “hay day” of the peaches, my uncle owned several acres of peaches. He hired peach pickers who picked in
the morning and then graded the peaches in the afternoon, loading his truck to take to the Memphis market that night. I remember the grading process: the hum of the brushes and blower, the clank of the spirals and the sound of the peaches hitting
the grading table; but one memory that sticks—literally—was the peach fuzz floating in the air. Brushing the peaches was the
first step in the grading process to remove the fuzz, and then they traveled along rows of spirals to size them with workers
watching for any over-ripes and culls to be pulled. The peaches that made it all the way to the other end were packed into baskets with lids and loaded on the truck. My uncle never failed to sell his daily pickings, either locally at the “peach shed” or the
Memphis market.
Although I left the Ridge and moved away many years ago, I still have family left in Wynne. As I write this, I am sitting
once again on Crowley‟s Ridge. Father Time is reminding me that he not only changes the physical landscape, but also he
changes us. I am sitting next to my father-in-law who is very ill, which reminds me of our own vulnerability just like the landscape of the Ridge.
This article was written February 13 while at the Crowley Ridge home of DeLoss McKnight, father-in-law of Bobby Hall. Mr. Hall is Program Associate specializing in Leadership Development and Parliamentary Procedure for the Arkansas Agriculture Extension Service in Little Rock. His hobbies are
woodworking, gardening, and writing. He and his wife, Annita McKnight Hall live in Bearden. They have two daughters.

Quotes from “The YELLOWJACKET” WHS newspaper of March 27, 1942, David Reagler, Editor
Odd Bits about Us
Brief, terse, and to the point was the prayer of W. A. Waldrep, grade two. When the bell rang for community prayer one morning recently, he was heard to murmur, “Dear God, help all our soldiers and sailors to fight and please make our President do all the right things.
And please, God, don‟t do anything to help Hitler.
Note the tender age of the child and the date, 1942, three months after the Japanese dropped bombs on Pearl Harbor.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
To Cross County Museum
Brian Walker
memory DeLoss McKnight
Jim Shaver
memory DeLoss McKnight
Joe and Jodie Dugan
memory DeLoss McKnight
Julia F. Meyer
memory DeLoss McKnight
Cozette Vaught
memory DeLoss McKnight

Jere and Camillia Kernodle
memory Dr. Vance Crain
Mabel Doris Birdsong
Donna Hess
Town and Country Garden Club
memory DeLoss McKnight
UMB Bank, Kansas City, MO
memory DeLoss McKnight
~~~~~
To New Hope School
Bobby and Annita Hall
memory DeLoss McKnight
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To CCHS Endowment Fund Savings
Account
This account is the savings account for
the Historical Society. Someday we would
like to see this account become an endowment fund. It cannot become that until the
total reaches $10,000. When that happens,
this account can grow and provide funding
for the maintenance of the museum and for
scholarships for Cross County’s students.
A contribution to this account is an
investment in the future of Cross County.

The Cook Family
by Bill Cook
A sample of the stories that will be featured in the History Book: Families of Cross County due to arrive this fall.

In 1965, at the conclusion of their fifth trek to Michigan—following the fruit harvest—the Cook family came to rest at
McRae. Only there long enough for William James (Bill) Cook (1907—1988) to plan his next foray into the job market, he
bought two large gray mules and planned to return to the logging trade in which he had had success in the 1930s and „40s.
His wife, Ora Mabel Cook, nee Crisel, (1913-1975) was usually a housewife but, when Bill was involved with a project in
which he needed help, she was there—no matter how cumbersome or strenuous.
Bill was a hard worker but, as a near illiterate, was finding work in the pre-information age harder to come by.
His most productive years were spent as a painter of tall and dangerous structures such as water towers, radio towers, and
smokestacks. However, by the mid-1960s, age was creeping up his spine and he, reluctantly, had to set his sights on less
strenuous work.
Moving the family to a shack to the south of Wiville, it didn‟t take him long to see his dreams of logging were not going to
be rewarding.
Next, the family moved to the corner of Caldron and River Street in Parkin, and he took a truck-driving job for E. D.
McKnight. While the house was modest, the rent was still prohibitive. So, the family soon left Parkin proper and moved into a
four-room farmhouse located about 50 yards to the southwest of the Giesick store.
The next few years saw the family move from Giesick to Shearerville, to Pecos, Texas, and finally back to Parkin, where
they rented a house just north of the highway and about three blocks from the high school. Bill Sr. continued to take whatever
work came his way, including driving for Mr. McKnight again, for Eagle Transfer and Storage, operating a filling station for
the Gurley Oil Company just south of Memphis, and painting houses in the area around Parkin and Earle.
This location is where their son, Billy, developed into the person he would remain throughout his life.
About 1967, a relatively new teacher at Parkin, Mary Brawner of Wynne, came to Billy and presented him with his very
first “Rejection Notice.” She had appreciated a short story he had written for English class and, unbeknownst to him, had sent
it to Readers Digest for publication. While it was probably just one of a thousand rejections that month, Ms. Brawner‟s gesture
was one not to be forgotten. Later in life, Billy (now Bill), who had never considered writing as a source of income, would
become a technical and creative non-fiction writer, editor, magazine publisher, and member of the American Society of Journ a l i s t s
a n d
A u t h o r s .
Sometimes a few encouraging words from a dedicated teacher
can “ring” in young minds forever.
Graduating on May 22, 1970, Bill remembers the commencement night exercise quite well to this day, quipping, “It
was the first time I ever saw mosquitoes with four engines!”
Bill Cook, Jr. graduated from Parkin High School in 1970.
Shearerville is in Crittenden County, and Wiville is in Woodruff County.
Remember This? (First, an old one from last issue...)
“Does anyone remember a coal chute rail spur at the intersection of
Commercial and Terry Streets north of Attorney Jim Luker‟s office? A
hopper coal car was pushed to the top of the ramp in order to drop coal
into steam engines.” THAT WAS IN THE LAST ISSUE. WHILE
MOUSING AROUND IN THE MUSEUM ARCHIVES, I FOUND A
PICTURE OF THIS COAL CHUTE! Wouldn‟t you know it would show
up after I put the chute in the last issue with no picture? To satisfy your
curiosity and mine, I have placed the picture to the left. The chute sat on a
spur track behind Gerald‟s Pawn Shop on Commercial Street in Wynne.
The I. J. Davis home was situated across the track at 412 Cogbill Avenue.
After it burned circa 1926, it was replaced by a smaller home which remains there today. The Davises were Jim Shaver‟s grandparents. He
helped with this information.
Back to Remembering... (with help from C.P. Dail)
...the orange bars of Lifebouy Soap in the Third and Fourth Grade Building (now the museum)? It was so dirty that some girls refused to use it!!
(I was one of those girls.)
...when the courthouse intersection stoplight was the only one in Wynne,
and the switch to turn it off was on the pole?
...the soda fountain in Burnett‟s Drug Store?
...hearing the cotton gins running all night?
...The Imperial Theater and for 35 cents you could stay until 5:30?

(From The Wynne Progress)
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Hickory Ridge History Book for Sale
“35 Degrees 24 Minutes North 91 Degrees West: A Town Called Hickory Ridge” by Don Evans, Isaac Bratcher, James Jeffers, and
Johnny Wilson. Price $40.00. Contact Johnny Wilson at 870-697-2993 or johnny.h.wilson@att.net

Hartness Book Remains Available
“Wittsburg, Wynne, and Points Nearby”, a new publication by Richard Hartness, is available in paperback, $19.95, and in hardcover,

$29.95, plus $4.95 shipping. The book is a combination of reprints of four publications Hartness compiled in 1970.
Both hardcover and paperback books are available in Wynne at the Cross County Museum or from the author. Mr. Hartness‟s phone
number is 870-208-9311. The museum number is 870-238-4100.
Hartness is a Wynne native. He holds a Master‟s Degree in History from Arkansas State University. He is the author of “Wittsburg,
Arkansas: Crowley‟s Ridge Steamboat Riverport 1848—1890”, published in 1978.

Only four “Virtual Tour through History in Downtown Wynne, Arkansas” Remain
Response from the public has been very generous. The sales of “A Virtual Tour...” has totaled nearly $7000, with all the funds going
to the New Hope School Restoration. If anyone wishes to purchase one of these books, call the museum at 870-238-4100 or email the museum at crossmuseum@sbcglobal.net. Cost of the book is $50, plus $5.50 postage.

Parkin Exhibit Moved to Southeast Museum Room
The Parkin, Arkansas exhibit has been moved into the southeast room of the Cross County Museum.
Eda Claire Slabaugh, former mayor of Parkin, has gathered many objects for display from the Parkin Schools, now
closed. She has cleverly arranged the interesting artifacts in an alcove with plenty of light.
Some of the items include an artfully framed picture of Esther Williams (Mrs. John Killough), Miss Cross County of
1947, and the handmade crown she wore. The designer and creator is now unknown.
Many interesting old pictures of Parkin are framed, some as collages and some with informative text. Almost all items
are protected inside glass cases, except for the Parkin Tiger that watches over the exhibit from his high perch on the top shelf.
A lower case features mussel shells with button cutouts. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, special machines
stamped out buttons by the millions, many coming from the St. Francis River.
Famous Parkin personages are featured, including Toy Norwood, musician; Newton Norris, one of the state‟s most successful basketball coaches; “Hawg” Hanner,
Green Bay Defensive Line Coach; and H. H.
Melhorn, 33-year Parkin mayor.
Articles contain memories of visits from
Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash and B.B. King,
whose son was born and died in Parkin. Carl
Perkins got the idea of his famous Blue Suede
Shoes while touring Parkin with a young Elvis
and Johnny Cash.
The museum is located at 711 E. Union,
Wynne, and open weekdays from 10:00 to 4:00.

St. Francis River mussel shells from which buttons have
been cut.

WOULD YOU LIKE EMAILS OR THE NEWSLETTER FROM YOUR MUSEUM?
If you would like to receive email notices or the newsletter from the Cross County Museum, please contact
Joy McMinn at the museum and let her know your latest email address at crossmuseum@sbcglobal.net or
870-238-4100.
ARE YOU STILL HOME MOPING AND BORED TO DEATH? GO TO THE MUSEUM!! THERE’S A LOT TO SEE THERE!
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Bridget Hart, Editor. Consultants: CCHS President Carol Brown, Betty Holland; Georgia Ross, George Anne Draper, Educators.
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CD About Cross County Found on the internet is the following ad: “Cross County History and Genealogy. An informative and historical overview of
Cross County, Arkansas including two separate books on one CD which include 4 historical maps (1855, 1895, 1898, and 1915); plus the sections 1890
Goodspeed Publishing Company Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Cross County, Arkansas book on CD including 103 family biographies. An
important resource for the study and research of Cross County, Arkansas history and genealogy.”
See link: http://www.hearthstonelegacy.com/
cross_county_arkansas.htm

In Gratitude to CROSS COUNTY BANK
Our appreciation goes to David Dowd, his secretary Kim, and the Cross County Bank for the printing of this newsletter. The bank is
located in downtown Wynne at 1 Cross County Bank Plaza, PO Box 9, Wynne, AR 72396, Telephone 870-238-8171, with branches in
Wynne, Hickory Ridge, and Cherry Valley.

New CCHS Members:
Robbie Neal, Robert Chowning, Carol Smith, Billy Garner

BUILD PRESERVATION IN CROSS COUNTY—JOIN YOUR COUNTY’S HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIALS ARE WELCOME
Please make checks payable to Cross County Historical Society, New Hope School, or CCHS Savings Account, and mail to
P. O. Box 943, Wynne, AR 72396 Persons donating $15 or more to any of these accounts becomes a member of CCHS.
Memberships: Individual $15__ Family $25__ Institutional $35__ Sustaining $50__ Patron $100__ Benefactor $250__
Advocate $500__ Lifetime $1000__
Name____________________________________________ Email Address_________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GIFT: ( ) In Memory of: ( ) In Honor of: _________________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________
Please notify the following of this gift: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
501 (c) (3) Non-profit Organization—EID #23-7402592
Disclaimer: Neither the Board of Directors, nor the Cross County Historical Society, Inc, assumes any responsibility for statements made by contributors to this newsletter.
Correspondence or comments concerning such matters should be addressed directly to the authors.
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